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The article examines the impact of cooperation between The Ukrainian Biochemical Journal (UBJ)
and the international association RECOOP HST on the journal’s development in 2019-2023. During this
period, 324 articles were published in the journal. Most of them are written by Ukrainian authors (79.9%).
Foreign authors (20.1%) are representatives of 15 countries. An online manuscript handling and reviewing
system were implemented on the journal’s website, which increased the number of articles received by the
editorial office and allowed for a more careful selection of manuscripts at the initial evaluation stage. As a
result, the percentage of rejected manuscripts increased from 36.5 to 67.7%. RECOOP’s support has also
played a key role in improving the quality of UBJ’s publications through the renewal of its editorial board and
expanding its international reviewer base. In collaboration with RECOOP, eight special issues of UBJ were
produced separately, including four themed issues. In total, 56 articles (110 citations) were published in these
issues. The number of visitors to UBJ’s website almost tripled during the mentioned period. Currently, UBJ’s
Scimago Scientific Journal Rank (SJR) for 2022/2023 is 0.169, the h-index is 20, and the Impact Score is 0.63.
A conclusion is made that the cooperation with RECOOP contributed to the publication of better scientific
articles, the involvement of highly qualified experts in the peer review process, and stricter adherence by the
journal to the fundamental provisions and ethical standards, thereby leading to an elevation in UBJ’s rating
and recognition in the global scientific arena.
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T he Ukrainian Biochemical Journal (UBJ),
the oldest biochemical journal in Ukraine,
established in 1926 [1], addresses crucial
fundamental and research aspects within various
biochemistry fields, as well as scientific advance-
ments in related areas such as bioorganic chemis-
try, molecular biology, immunology, biophysics,
pharmacology, genetics, and medicine.

Throughout its nearly century-long existence,
the journal has undergone numerous changes. These
include modifications to its title and language of
publication, which have encompassed German,
Russian, Ukrainian, and English; generations of re-
nowned scientists who served on the journal’s Edi-
torial Board [2-6]; refining stipulations for article
submissions, review procedures, and article layout
and design; etc [7].

A significant milestone in the journal’s evolu-
tion was its collaboration with the international as-
sociation RECOOP HST [8].

Results and Discussion

In October 2018, UBJ received a grant from
RECOOP to implement the project “Scientific Com-
munication of RECOOP Partners Using the UBJ
Platform.” Its main objective was to enhance the
journal’s quality to meet international standards,
expand its global reach, and establish it as a reliab-
le platform for RECOOP’s publishing activities in
Eastern Europe by promoting articles as part of RE-
COOP’s research strategy [9].

At that time, UBJ’s key strengths included its
presence in international databases, publishing ar-
ticles in English, regular issue releases, and single-
blind peer reviews for manuscripts.
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The ways to achieve the project goals were
identified as follows: (i) incorporating an online
manuscript handling and reviewing system, known
as COMET Journal Edition, on the journal’s web-
site; (i) improving the English editing of articles;
and (iii) preparing thematic issues of UBJ.

Following consultations with COMET repre-
sentatives and the assessment of the system’s demo
version, adjustments were made to its functionality,
different user types developed, and various scenarios
simulated, such as situations where the author has
not uploaded some essential documents, or when a
manuscript is rejected, when a reviewer refuses to
review the manuscript, etc. In July 2019, the Institute
of Biochemistry (a UBJ co-publisher), RECOOP, and
COMET signed a tripartite cooperation agreement.

The implementation of the automated manu-
script handling system significantly reduced the time
from article submission to publishing decision to just
three to four months, down from the previous dura-
tion of six months to a year.

Over five years since the RECOOP-sponsored
COMET implementation, the submission of manu-
scripts to UBJ has grown by 50% compared to five
pre-COMET years. The increased number of sub-
mitted articles allowed for a stricter approach to se-
lecting manuscripts as early as the initial evaluation
stage. As a result, the percentage of rejected manu-
scripts increased from 36.5 to 67.7% (Fig. 1).

RECOOP’s support has been instrumental in
enhancing the quality of UBJ publications by trans-
forming the UBJ Editorial Board, targeting reju-
venation and bolstering the medical aspect, while
broadening the international pool of reviewers.

There has been a significant expansion in the
geographical scope of authors submitting their
manuscripts to UBJ. Before the project’s implemen-
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Fig. 1. Manuscripts submitted to UBJ before and
after the COMET implementation

tation, nearly all of the authors were affiliated with
scientific institutions in Ukraine. However, from
2019 to 2023, out of the 324 articles published in the
journal, 20.1% were contributed by foreign authors
from 15 countries, including Azerbaijan, Algeria,
Egypt, India, Indonesia, Iraq, Iran (pre-conflict),
China, Macedonia, Nigeria, Pakistan, South Africa,
Poland, Saudi Arabia, and Turkey.

UBJ, in partnership with RECOOP and under
its guidance, produced eight issues, including several
thematic issues:

* Clinical Research, Translational Medicine and
Drug Development (2020; 93(2), Mar-Apr);

* Molecular and Clinical Studies of Hemostasis
(2020; 92(3), May-Jun);

* Reproductive and Child Health (2023; 95(3),
May-Jun);

* Metabolic and Cardiovascular Diseases (2024;
96(2), Mar-Apr).

The eight issues contained a total of 56 papers,
which have collectively generated 110 citations.
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Fig. 2. Visitors to the UBJ website
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After the RECOOP-funded project was
launched, the number of visitors to the UBJ website
significantly increased. Between 2018 and 2022, the
annual count of visitors increased threefold, soaring
from 78,306 to 229,915 per annum (Fig. 2).

The decline in numbers in 2020/2021 can be
attributed to the COVID-19 pandemic, while the
further decrease in 2022 resulted from the Russian
full-scale invasion of Ukraine. Despite these chal-
lenges, the wartime number of visitors to the UBJ
site exceeds by far that of before RECOOP-funded
COMET implementation and has begun to grow
again.

The collaboration with RECOOP has led to an
increase in UBJ’s Cite Score, from 0.47 in 2018 to
1.3 in 2022. Furthermore, UBJ has been included in
additional abstract databases, such as Web of Scien-
ce (Biological Abstracts, Biosis Previews), March
2019, and the Directory of Open Access Journals
(DOAJ), October 2023. (UBJ has been indexed in
the world’s largest abstract database, Scopus, Since
1978)

As of 2022/2023, UBJ holds a Scimago Scien-
tific Journal Rank (SJR) of 0.169, an h-index of 20,
and an Impact Score of 0.63 [10].

Conclusions. The collaboration with RECOOP
has enhanced the quality of scientific articles pub-
lished in UBJ, helped to engage highly qualified ex-
perts in rigorous peer review, and reinforced com-
pliance with the journal’s essential principles and
ethical standards, boosting UBJ’s rating and recog-
nition. Our commitment to upholding international
standards drives our efforts to expand onto the Eu-
ropean arena and facilitate the dissemination of re-
search outcomes across diverse life science domains.
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Y crarTi pO3TISHYTO BIUIMB CIHiBIIpaIli
The Ukrainian Biochemical Journal (UBJ) 3
MixkHapoaHoto acomiarie;o RECOOP HST Ha pos-
BUTOK XypHaiy B 2019-2023 pp. Y ueit mepiox y
KypHan Oyno omy6mikoBaHo 324 cratti. Ilepe-
Ba)KHA OLIBIIICTP 13 HUX HAIMCAaHAa YKPaiHCHKIMHU
aBropamu (79,9%). Inozemni astopu (20,1%) €
npencrtaBHukamMu 15 kpain. Ha BeOcaiiti xyp-
Haimy OyJo IMIUIEMEHTOBaHO OHJIAHH-CHCTEMY
1. 0OpoOKHM Ta pereH3yBaHHS PYKOIHCIB, IO
30IBIIMIIO HAAXOMKEHHS CTaTedl /J0 pemakiii
Ta JIO3BOJMJIO pETENbHINIe BiOMpaTH pPyKOIH-
CH L€ Ha eTalli HepBUHHOI OL[iHKH. SIK pe3yibraT,
BIJICOTOK BiIXWMJIGHUX PYKOMHUCIB BHUpic i3 36,5 10
67,7. Ilintpumka RECOOQOP Ttakox Bifmirpana kiro-
YOBY POJIb Y MOKpaIeHHi sKocTi myomikamin UBJ
3aBISKM OHOBJICHHIO pelakUiifHOl paau, a TakKox
PO3IIUPEHHI0 MIXHApOMHOI 0a3u pereH3eHTiB. Y
crisrpari 3 RECOOP 6ymno okpemo miroToBICHO
BiciM crerianbHUX BHITyckiB UBJ, BkifouHO 3 4O-
THpPMa TEMaTMYHUMHU HOMEpaMu. 3arajoM y LUX
HOMepax omyoiikoBaHo 56 crareit (110 uTyBaHBb).
KinpkicTs BigBigyBadiB BeO-caiity UBJ 3a 3a3Haue-
HUM mepio Maiixke moTtpoinacs. Hapasi mokazHuku
Scimago Journal (SJR) 3a 2022/2023 pp. CTaHOBUTH
0,169, h-innexc 20, a omiaka BBy 0,63. 3pobie-
HO BHCHOBOK, o cmiBmpams 3 RECOOP crpusina
myOJiKarii sSIKiCHIMUX HayKOBUX CTAaTeH, 3ay4eH-
HIO BHCOKOKJIACHUX CIICIIiaJIiCTIB JI0 TIPOIECy pe-
LIEH3YBAaHHS 1 CYBODILIOMY JOTPUMAaHHIO XypHa-
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JIOM OCHOBHUX TIOJIO’KEHb Ta eTUYHUX CTaHAaPTIB, a
OTIKE IMiIBUILCHHIO peUTHHTY 1 BizHaBaHocTi UBJ
y CBITOBOMY HayKOBOMY IPOCTOPI.

KnwouyoBi canosa: UBJ, RECOOP,
COMET, TemaruuHi  BUIYCKH, TJ00ajbHA
BITI3HABAHICTb.
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